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By Gillian Hewitson
This is the best introduction to the ideas of Veblen, Marx, Smith, Keynes and heterodox thinking in general
available today. I use it as a required text in a first year college course which introduces students to
Institionalism, Marxism and neoclassical economics. The book starts with an excellent summary of
heterodox thinking and the problems which heterodox economists identify in the mainstream. The chapters
on specific authors are exactly what is needed to show students the diverse analyses of the capitalist system
that exist within the discipline. They are very wide-ranging but so clear and comprehensible that students get



a deep understanding of the differences between schools of thought. I highly recommend this book for
courses on economic perspectives and history of thought, as well as for mainstream courses in both micro
and macro.
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Excellent read - one of the best books I've ever read!
By Jose Gonzalez
Every once in a while you come across a little gem of a book that will expand your mind with its insightful
analysis. I sat down and over two 5 hour sittings I read this entire book through word-for-word which is
pretty rare for me to do.
The book begins by explaining the problems of current neo-liberal economic modeling. The book goes on to
tell you what Karl Marx REALLY said and how it had nothing to do with Stalin, China, or the former Soviet
Union. You also get a good introduction to economists Veblen, Keynes, and Galbraith and how all of their
ideas tie into the Swedish model of the economy that we see today.
Best of all, the book does not read like a laborous academic treatise; it's easy to read, moves briskly along,
and gets straight to the point.

16 of 17 people found the following review helpful.
Economics Brought Down to Earth!
By Bruce Lerro
I am a college instructor who teaches a course on globalization. I use this book as a supplement to a world
history text which begins in the 15th century. This text is very valuable for tracing the interaction of
economic theories and world events. It begins with Adam Smith and goes up through Keynes. The text is
non-mathematical, very easy to read and opens students up to theories besides neo-classical economics.There
are excellent chapters on social class and on the social democracy of Sweden. It's great to have a chapter
which shows the relativity of private capitalism.
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